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Walpole and Alstead, New Hampshire
Distant Hill
Stewardship Action and Practices

2022 2023 2024 2025-
2026

2026-
2031  Stewardship Actions Table

X

Trail erosion control.  Install water bars and, as
needed, regrade trail to establish out-slope and
reduce gully erosion.  There are 1,070 total linear feet
of NRCS Practice 655-Forest Trails and Landings.

X X X

Invasive shrub control. Herbicide foliar and cut-stump
treatment of invasive shrubs, primarily buckthorn.
Includes a mix of difficult and light sites 6.3 acres of
NRCS Practice 314-Brush Control (Chemical
Moderate). As needed, follow-up Chemical Light
Control practices at two- and four-years post

X X X

Old field habitat maintenance. Brush-hog former
hayfield every 2-3 years to maintain old field habitat
and to prevent invasives.  2.6 acres of NRCS Practice
647-Early Successional Habitat Development (Light
Brush Hogging)

X

Young forest habitat maintenance.  Under Open
Hardwood Forest, use chainsaws and brush-cutters
to cutback understory and midstory saplings and
poles while maintaining the partial overstory canopy.
3.5 acres of NRCS Practice 647-Early Successional
Habitat Development (Light Mechanical)

X

Upgrade and restore stream crossing.  Construct
bridge or other improved crossing over Great Brook.
Remove old bridge.  Smooth and restore ford.
Crossing size and design TBD for NRCS Practice 578-
Stream Crossing.  Approximately 0.04 acres of NRCS
Practice 342-Critical Area Planting (Native or
Introduced Vegetation, Moderate Grading) and NRCS
Practice 484-Mulching (Straw, Manual Application).

X

Stream woody additions. Strategically place  logs in
Great Brook channel to improve habitat and
floodplain access.  Hand-crew with chainsaw and
winches.  1,680 linear feet of channel.  Acreage TBD
for NRCS Practice 395-Stream Habitat Improvement
and Management (Mechanical instream wood

X X X X X
Protect hardwood seedlings with tree shelters. Use 4-
foot-tall tree shelters to protect hardwood seedlings,
except for beech.  Favor the maples, oaks, hickories.

X X X X X Keep haying northern grassland field near Valley Rd.
X X X X X Continue to maintain pollinator garden

X X X

Protect hardwood seedlings and native plants with
deer exclusion fencing.  Construct and maintain deer
exclusion fencing on part of Rattlesnake Knoll.
Demonstrate and study impacts of deer browse.

2021 NRCS EQIP Practice.  Action includes an NRCS approved practice that may be
eligible for technical or financial support.  See following NRCS practice table.


